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Reading Strategy Instruction vs. Close Reading 

Strategy Instruction for Basic Literacy and Intermediate Literacy Close Reading for Disciplinary Literacy 

Before Reading 

Set a Purpose for Reading 
Think will you be reading to find out what happens in a story or to 
learn specific information. 
Preview the Text 
Look at the title, pictures, captions under pictures, headings, bold-
faced print and other graphics. 
Activate Background Knowledge 
Think about what you already know about the content of what you 
will read. 
Predict 
Think what might happen in the story, what words may be used, 
or what information the text might contain. 

Elements of Thought 
1. The main purpose of this article is _ (Try to state, as accurately 
as possible, the author's intent in writing the article. What is the 
author trying to accomplish?) 

During Reading 

Cross-check 
Check one cue with another. Ask yourself, "Does this word look 
right, sound right, and make sense?" 
Reread 
When problems occur, return to the beginning of a sentence or 
paragraph and read it again. 
Predict and Confirm 
Ask yourself, "What word do I expect to see?", "What do I think 
will happen next?", "Did that make sense?", or "Am I finding the 
answers to my questions about this topic?" 
Skip, Read On, and Go Back 
Sometimes you can skip an unfamiliar word and read to the end 
of the sentence or paragraph, thinking about what would make 
sense. Then, using the context, go back and reread to try to 
determine the word. 
Connect Background Knowledge to the Information in the 
Text 

 Think about what you already know about the subject and 
the kind of material you are reading.  

 Think about how the information is similar to what you 

Close Read Level 1 
To paraphrase, which is the first step to understanding, is to 
translate an author's wording into your own alternative wording. In 
other words, you put the words and thoughts of the author into your 
words. Your paraphrase is successful only if your words capture the 
essential meaning of the original. A first reading is successful if the 
reformulation of the text it represents opens up, or at least begins to 
open up, the meaning of the original. 
Close Read Level 2 
The reflective mind interacts with the author's thinking as reflected 
in the text. In this interaction, the reader's mind reconstructs the 
author's thinking. It does this through a process of inner dialogue 
with the sentences of the text, assessing each sentence for its 
intelligibility and questioning in a disciplined way. 
* Can I summarize the meaning of this text in my own words? 
* Can I give examples from my own experience of what the text is 
saying? 
* Can I generate metaphors and diagrams to illustrate what the text 
is saying? 
* What is clear to me and what do I need clarified? 
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already know about the topic, event, or person. If you have 
many questions about the topic or the kind of book, you 
may need to ask someone for help. 

 Think About Explicit and Implicit Information 

 Think about what information is given directly. Also think 
about what you know from reading that is not directly 
stated in words such as how a character's actions show 
feelings or why things may have happened based on the 
clues the author gave. 

Stop and Review - Clarify 
If you are reading a longer text, stop and think about what has 
happened in the story so far or what information has been given. 
Question – Questions help you to clarify and deepen your 
understanding of the text you are reading.   
Visualize – The mental pictures are the cinema unfolding in your 
mind that make reading three-dimensional. Visualization helps 
you to engage with text in ways that make it personal and 
memorable. 
Infer – When you infer, you form the best guess by using 
evidence -- context clues, picture clues, meaning of words, etc. 

* Can I connect the core ideas in this text to other core ideas I 
understand? 
To engage with a text, use the following clarification approach: 
1. State the thesis clearly in a sentence. If readers cannot 
accurately state the author's key idea in a sentence using their own 
words, they don't really know what the author is saying. 
2. Explain a thesis sentence in greater detail. If readers cannot 
elaborate an author's key idea, then they have not yet connected its 
meaning to other concepts that they understand. 
3. Give examples of what the author is saying. If readers cannot 
connect what the author is saying with concrete situations in the real 
world, their knowledge of the meanings is still abstract and, to some 
extent, vague. 
4. Illustrate what the author is saying with a metaphor, analogy, 
picture, diagram, or drawing. If readers cannot generate metaphors, 
analogies, pictures, or diagrams of what the author is saying, they 
have not yet connected his or her key ideas with other domains of 
knowledge and experience. 

After Reading 

Retell and Summarize 
Tell someone or write what happened in the story, including 
characters, plot, and important events. If you read a nonfiction 
piece, review what information was presented. 
Use a Graphic Organizer 
Use a story map, biography wheel, Venn diagram, or other way to 
show what was included in what you read. (You may need to 
check with your teacher for suggestions.) 
Draw Conclusions 
Think about what predictions you made before and during 
reading. Look back and think about what you have read. Consider 
how the information read relates to what you already knew about 
the topic. Were your questions answered? Do you have more 
questions about the subject? 
Reread 
Reread the text or a section of the text to help you understand it 

Elements of Thought – (Close Reading Level 3) 
Anytime individuals read, they are reading the product of an author's 
reasoning. One can use the elements of reasoning to bring reading 
to a higher level. Asking the following questions in any order 
provides a method for analyzing text. 
Purpose 
1. The main purpose of this article is _ (Try to state, as accurately 
as possible, the author's intent in writing the article. What is the 
author trying to accomplish?) 
Question 
2. The key question that the author is addressing is. (Figure out the 
key question that was in the mind of the author when he or she 
wrote the article. What was the key question addressed in the 
article?) 
Information 
3. The most important information in this article is,  
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better. 
Discuss and Respond 
Talk with someone about what you have read. Ask each other 
questions. Look back at the book to defend your opinions. 
Write to Support Understanding 
Write about what you have read, telling what it made you think of 
or what you learned. 

(Identify the key information the author used, or presupposed, in the 
article to support his or her main arguments. Look for facts, 
experiences, and/or data the author is using to support 
conclusions.) 
Inferences 
4. The main inferences in this article are _ (Identify the most 
important conclusions the author comes to and presents in the 
article.) 
Concepts 
5. The key concept(s) the reader needs to understand in this article 
is (are)…; by these concepts the author means. (To identify these 
ideas, ask: What ideas are the most important to know in order to 
understand the author's line of reasoning? Then briefly elaborate 
what the author means by these ideas.) 
Assumptions 
6. The main assumption(s) underlying the author's thinking is 
(are)…. (Ask: What is the author taking for granted [that might be 
questioned]? The assumptions are generalizations 
that the author does not think he or she has to defend in the context 
of writing the article, and they are usually unstated. This is where 
the author's thinking logically begins.) 
Implications 
7. (a) If one takes this line of reasoning seriously, the implications 
are (What consequences are likely to follow if people take the 
author's line of reasoning seriously? 
Pursue the logical implications of the author's position. Include 
implications that the author states, and also those that the author 
does not state.) 
(b) If one fails to take this line of reasoning seriously, the 
implications are... (What consequences are likely to follow if people 
ignore the author's reasoning?) 
Point of View 
8. The main point(s) of view presented in this article is (are). (Try to 
answer the question: What is the author looking at, and how is he or 
she seeing it? For example, this mini-guide looks at 'analysis" and 
sees it "as requiring one to understand" and routinely apply the 
elements of reasoning when thinking through problems, issues, 
subjects, etc.) 
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Author’s Purpose – (Close Reading Level 4) 

 Does the author clearly state his or her meaning, or is the 
text vague, confused, or muddled in some way? 

 Is the author accurate in what he or she claims? 

 Is the author sufficiently precise in providing details and 
specifics when specifics are relevant? 

 Does the author introduce irrelevant material, thereby 
wandering from his or her purpose? 

 Does the author take us into the important complexities 
inherent in the subject, or is the writing superficial? 

 Does the author consider other relevant points of view, or is 
the writing overly narrow in its perspective? 

 Is the text internally consistent, or does the text contain 
unexplained contradictions? 

 Is the text significant, or is the subject dealt with in a trivial 
manner? 

 Does the author display fairness, or does the author take a 
one-sided, narrow approach? 
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