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The 41st Annual State of 

Maryland International 

Reading Association 

Council (SoMIRAC) 

Conference will be held 

April 10-12, 2013 at the 

Hunt Valley Inn Baltimore, 

245 Shawan Road, Hunt 

Valley, MD  21031. 

The Conference, whose 

theme is The Journey 

Begins with Literacy, will 

feature such guests as 

The 2013 SoMIRAC Conference is Just Around the Corner 
By Anitra Butler 

Tim Shanahan, Alfred 

Tatum,  Kylene Beers, 

Robert Probst, Tim 

Rasinski, Sheila Clark-

Edmands, Jack Pikulski, 

and Ruth Culham. The 

conference will also 

feature a host of authors 

of young adult and 

children’s literature.  

It is not too late to 

register for this 

extraordinary professional 

development experience. 

Previous attendees have 

said:  

"The speakers were 

outstanding. Excellent 

location and facilities!" 

"This conference is one of 

the best done by 

SoMIRAC." 

"It is most interesting to 

hear what others are 

doing." 

Common Ground Conference – April 22-24, 2013 

Learn.  Grow.  Share. 

 Join more than 3,000 
education colleagues 

from across the state 

for the second annual 
Common Ground, 

Maryland's top 
professional 

development event of 

the year. Thought 
provoking speakers, 

hundreds of inspiring 
sessions and 

demonstrations of the 
latest products and 

services will provide 

you the 21st century 

know-how you need. 
 
Together, eleven non-
profit educational 
organizations are 
focused on creating an 
unforgettable learning 
experience rich in 
innovative ideas, best 
practices and sharing 
what works.  Don’t miss 
this opportunity to join 
your fellow educators 
and be leading and 
learning in the digital 
age. Register today!  

 

 

 

 

Baltimore Convention 
Center 

One West Pratt Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 

http://www.somirac.org/info.cfm/Photo-Highlights-of-the-40th-Annual-SoMIRAC-Conference
http://www.somirac.org/conference/frmRegistration.cfm
http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/default.aspx?EventID=1143463
http://www.somirac.org/


Page 2 

We are all familiar 

with the research of 

Learning Styles and 

many of us 

understand the 

verbiage of Multiple 

Intelligences, but 

have we come to 

understand the need 

of our students to be 

engaged through their 

learning styles and 

their multiple 

intelligences to be 

success in the area of 

Reading? 

     Think back to the last 
guided reading session 
you had. Recall the faces 
of the students as they 
sat with their basal or 
level readers in their 
hands. Now think back to 
the expressions on those 
faces. Did you see light 
bulbs going off 

(engagement)? Or were 
there dull, dark glares 
into outer space 
(disengagement)? All too 
often we find more dull, 
dark, glares than light 
bulbs. Our students want 
to understand the mystery 
of this “reading thing” but 
have not been motivated 
because they “just don’t 
get it”.  

     We are all familiar 
with the research of 
Learning Styles and many 

of us understand the 
verbiage of Multiple 
Intelligences, but have we 
come to understand the 
need of our students to 
be engaged through their 
learning styles and their 
multiple intelligences to 
be success in the area of 
Reading? Our students 
learn through a Visual, 
Auditory, and/or Tactile-
Kinesthetic Learning 
Style. These learning 
styles are directly 

supported by the 
students’ dominant 
Intelligences – Linguistic, 
Logical-Mathematical, 
Visual-Spatial, Musical-
Rhythmic, Bodily-
Kinesthetic, Interpersonal 
and Intrapersonal.  

     Traditionally, we have 
approached reading 
instruction, with 
confidence, through the 
Auditory Learning Style 

Engaging the Disengaged Reader: Incorporating the Essentials 

of Learning Styles and Multiple Intelligences 
By Dr. Jocelyn Drakeford 

 

By Dr. Jocelyn Drakeford 
By Dr. Sheron Brown 

 

and the Linguistic and 
Logical-Mathematical 
Intelligences. Often not 
addressing the needs of 
students who are primarily 
Visual and/or Tactile-
Kinesthetic in their Learning 
Style and who are dominant 
in the Visual-Spatial, 
Musical-Rhythmic, Bodily-

Kinesthetic, Inter- and/or 
Intra- personal 
Intelligences. Then, when 
we understand that two-
thirds of any classroom 
population falls in the Visual 
and Tactile-Kinesthetic 
Learning Styles arena, we 
see how this reinforces the 
number of students that 
have “dull, dark glares” in 
our reading groups. How 
can we turn on more “light 
bulbs”? By incorporating 
strategies that will engage 

our Visual, and Tactile-
Kinesthetic learners through 
their multiple intelligences, 
which will allow them to 
experience increased 
success in a difficult subject 
area. We all know that 
students that experience 
success in their learning 
tend to apply themselves to 
have more success.  Let’s 
consider these strategies 
that will engage the 
disengaged reader. The 
following examples are only 
a few strategies that can 
give you a jump start to 
your own creative and 
innovative approach to 
reading instruction: 

Visual-Spatial  

vocabulary words. 

note-taking process (same 
as concept map except it 
primarily uses pictures, 
images, colors, design, and 

patterns, to express 
concepts or ideas). 

different stages of a story 
you are reading (this 
helps trigger 
comprehension and 
reinforces sequence). 

write, and decipher code 
language related to the 
story. 

Bodily-Kinesthetic  

Play “The Parts of 

Sentence” charades 

“Embody” (act out) the 

meaning of vocabulary words 

Do role play or act out a 

story (or play) that you are 

studying. 

Learn the alphabet by body 

movement and physical 

gestures, and create dance 

moves for words 

Make up a “Parts of Speech” 

folk/modern dance 

Musical-Rhythmic  

Learn and use “Morse Code” 

and practice communicating 

clues and questions about 

the story, poem or play that 

you are reading. 

Use different kinds of music 

for different kinds of writing. 

Create songs or raps to 

teach grammar and syntax 

Illustrate a story or poem 

with appropriate “sounds”. 

Continues on page 3 
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Interpersonal  

story writing (or re-
writing) – one starts then 
passes it on. 

describe its message – 
reach a consensus 

thinking strategy that 
asks people to physically 
stand along a spectrum 
that indicates how they 
feel or think about an 
issue) to see where a 

Engaging the Disengaged Reader Continued… 

group stands on an issue in 
a story. 

perspectives and in 
different moods. 

Intrapersonal  

essay depicting your self as 

one of the characters in the 
story or play that you are 
reading. 

connections to our lives 
today 

Close reading will present a 

serious challenge unless there is a 

clear plan that considers the 

implementation process and 

elements from the psychology of 

change. 

This morning I reflected on last 

week. I recalled a post-coaching 

meeting with a team of Middle 

School (MS) administrators. We 

were discussing teachers’ slow 

start toward fully embracing close 

reading. Immediately I was 

reminded of another MS that 

shared similar experiences, but in 

the previous school year. My 

reflection revealed that both 

groups of teachers were: 

 accustomed to and 

comfortable with the 

workshop model  

 challenged with the 

notion of exchanging 

some of their “just-right” 

texts for complex texts 

 anxious about allowing 

struggling learners to 

“grapple” with complex 

text 

Close Reading: Steep Incline Ahead 
By Dr. Sheron Brown, PhD 
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 This article is courtesy of Dr. 

Jocelyn Drakeford  © 2012.  

She can be reached at 

jocelyndrakeford@yahoo.com  

day for a week answering 
the question, “Who am I, 
today?” 

in a story or play – What 
would you do? 

Verbal-Linguistic  

to help remember content. 

episode to a story or play. 

or word jumbles for 
vocabulary words. 

 

Logical-Mathematical  

 Predict what will 
happen next in a story or 
play. 

 Analyze similarities 
and differences of various 
pieces of literature. 

 Use a story grid (a 
graphic organizer that 
contains basic information 
for a story that is randomly 
chosen and woven 
together) to create a final 
story. 

 

     As you increase the use 
of these strategies in your 
instructional planning, and 
begin to implement them 
consistently in your 
delivery, the “light bulbs” 
will not only come on for 
your students, but they will 
get “brighter” with each 
added success. Although 
students will express their 
lack of engagement as “I 
don’t like reading”, they 
will become engaged when 
they are allowed to use 
their innate gateways to 
learning. Let’s turn on the 
lights! 

    Gardner, H.(1983). 
Frames of Mind: The 
Theory of Multiple 
Intelligences. New York: 

 concerned about 

students “managing the 

struggle“ 

The somber news for the 

school last year is that student-

learning was sacrificed in the 

adult struggle. Close reading 

requires a different mental 

construct toward literacy 

instruction than does strategy-

based instruction. A clear and 

comprehensive plan was 

needed to “manage the 

struggle” of the adults as they 

shifted in practice (and by the 

way they did not shift.) Some 

considerations in the plan could 

have been: 

1. What model of close 

reading will we 

embrace? 

2. What will the 

progression look like 

throughout the year? 

3. Where are the 

opportunities for close 

reading in each unit? 

4. What are the opportunities 

for close reading in other 

content area classes? 

5. How will we provide Just-

in-Time coaching for 

teachers as they support 

students through close 

reading? 

These are only a few 

considerations, but a few is 

better than none. We can’t just 

say, “teachers, the Common 

Core requires that you 

change,” and not help them 

understand the “what” of the 

changes. There are a number 

of ways that close reading 

differs from strategy-based 

instruction. 

The blackboard shows only a 

few differences between 

strategy-based instruction and 

close reading engagement. 

They seem elementary 

enough, but as simple as the 

concepts may appear, shifting 

adult habits is not simple at all. 

Instructional leaders, coaches, 

mentors, etc. must plan to 

mailto:jocelyndrakeford@yahoo.com
http://sheronbrownphd.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/sheronbrownphd_strategyvsclosereading.jpg
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Why are educators petrified to assign complex text? 
By Anitra Butler 

 Educators, you can survive 

without catering to your 

students’ self-esteem. Plus, you 

and your students will learn to 

get along without it. Don't be 

afraid of letting your students 

grapple with complex learning; 

much more, grapple with 

complex reading passages. It 

will not harm their self-esteem. 

Text complexity and complex 

text simply restated is 

stimulating, exceptional 

literature that requires critical 

thinking. Lamas, Imams, 

Priests, Prophets, Pastors, 

Ministers, and Rabbis have 

been using complex texts for 

centuries within their vast 

denominations, leaving no 

reader behind. So why are so 

many educators scared of 

designing lessons that require 

students to wrestle with content 

and to extend their thinking? 

Perhaps the self-esteem 

movement is part of the blame. 

In the 70s, many educators 

believed that raising their 

students’ self-esteem was in 

concert with raising their 

students’ academic 

achievement.  However, “this 

so-called self-esteem 

movement proved to be ill 

conceived” (Aspen Education 

Group, 2013, para, 1).  Even 

so, today, many educators still 

believe that having high self-

esteem increases academic 

achievement.   

To make matters worse, the topic of 

self-esteem is saturated in the 

research literature, and the results 

show that having a “high self-esteem 

for the sake of personal validation, 

meaning self-esteem that is not based 

on actual personal achievement or 

positive behavior, is not necessarily a 

healthy thing” (Aspen Education 

Group, 2013, para. 1). Hence, 

allowing students to grapple with 

complex passages and learning tasks 

will not harm them. In fact, research 

shows that students will actually live 

when they are given authentic 

intellectual work. Moreover, teachers 

and leaders will have fulfilling careers 

when asked to design authentic 

intellectual work tasks for students to 

grapple with. So how does this look in 

practice? 

1. Setting clear instructional 

objectives will help students 

set the stage for the amount 

of effort needed to grapple 

with complex learning tasks. 

2. Reassuring students that they 

will get support as they 

grapple with complex tasks 

will most certainly increase 

their motivation and 

participation. 

3. Addressing learning 

outcomes via scales or 

rubrics will provide students 

with clarity on where to focus 

their efforts as they grapple 

with complex learning tasks. 

 

At first, I was afraid, I was petrified 

Kept thinking, I could never live without you by my side 

But then I spent so many nights thinking, how you did me wrong 

And I grew strong and I learned how to get along 

 

4. Rewarding students’ efforts for 

grappling with complex tasks 

will decrease their resistance 

towards grappling with 

complexity in the future. 

Hence, if educators follow these 

simple steps, then they too can sing, 

“I'll survive, I will survive, hey, hey” 

(Fekaris, 1978). 

References: 

Aspen Eduacation Group. (2013, 

January 8). Can Your Teen Have 

Too Much Self-Esteem? Retrieved 

from Aspen Education Group: 

http://aspeneducation.crchealth.com

/article-too-much-self-esteem/  

Fekaris, F. P. (Composer). (1978). I 

Will Survive. [G. Gaynor, Performer] 

New York, New York, United States. 
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THE 21ST CENTURY 

LITERACY LEADERS 

COMMITTEE 

Yvette Rivers, Chair, Buck 
Lodge Middle School 

Anitra Butler, Assoc. 

Professor, Prince George’s 
Community College 

Gloria Darlington, Robert 
Goddard Montessori 

Elementary School 

Brenda Davis, William Wirt 
Middle School 

Agnes Fatokun, Buck Lodge 
Middle School 

Jennifer Johnson, Templeton 
Elementary School 

Kweli Powell, University of 

Maryland, Doctoral 
Candidate 

Carolyn Seubert, PhD, 
Templeton Elementary 

School 

See us at: 

Web site address 

THE 21ST CENTURY 

LITERACY LEADERS  
SHALL COMMUNICATE WITH 

ADMINISTRATORS, 
SUPERVISORS, 

COORDINATORS,  AND 
DIRECTORS IN MARYLAND TO 

INFORM THEM OF THE 
PURPOSE OF SOMIRAC, MAKE 

THEM AWARE OF NEW 
TRENDS IN THE AREA OF 
READING AND LANGUAGE 

ARTS AND  UPDATE THEM ON 
NEW FEDERAL AND STATE 

LEGISLATION AND ITS 
IMPACT ON SCHOOLS.  

See us at: 

http://www.somirac.org/  

 

WATESOL 

http://www.watesol.org/ClubPortal/ClubStatic.cfm?clubID=851&pubmenuoptID=8025 

 

TESOL  

http://www.tesol.org/events-landing-page/2013/01/30/implications-and-applications-of-the-

common-core-standards-for-effectively-teaching-k-6-ells-focus-on-english-and-mathematics 

 

TESOL - Baltimore 

http://www.tesol.org/events-landing-page/2012/11/27/tesol-academy-2013-university-of-maryland-

baltimore-county 

 

Center for Applied Linguistics 

http://www.cal.org/solutions/institutes/ht.html 

 

Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development 

http://www.ascd.org/conferences/conference-on-teaching-excellence/2013-CTE-session-

information.aspx 

 

Pearson - Common Core Webinars 

http://commoncore.pearsoned.com/index.cfm?locator=PS11Tb 

Moderator: Yvette Rivers, Chair, 
21st Century Literacy Leaders 
Committee  
Panelists:  
Jordan Schugar,–  Instructor, English 
and Professional and Secondary 
Education – West Chester University 
of Pennsylvania 
 
Dr. Heather Schugar, - Assistant 
Professor of Literacy - West Chester 
University of Pennsylvania 
 
Anitra Butler – Associate Professor 

of Teacher Education – Prince 

George’s Community College   

James Richardson –P.G. County 

School System, Administrator - TEDL 

1:1 iPad Initiative, Apple Presenter 

Thursday 
Impact of iPads on Student 
Achievement.”  12:30-1:30pm – 
Salon C & D 
Presenters:  Yvette Rivers and  
Brenda Davis – TEDL Schools/   
SoMIRAC Members/Chairs P.G. 
County Reading Council Members 

 

Special Notice to P.G. County Reading Council Colleagues 
By Yvette Rivers 
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Common Core Resource links for TESOL Teachers:  

 

Anitra Butler serves as the Publisher and Editor of the 21st Century Newsletter. She can 

be reached at anitra.butler@gmail.com    

 
 

At the 41st SoMIRAC conference, several council 

members from Prince George’s County Maryland 

will be presenting. Below is one of the many 

sessions that our members are participating in 

during the above conference.  As mentioned 

previously, to promote the mission of the 

council and to provide support to our fellow 

colleagues, please plan to attend a session 

being conducted by a colleague.   

Wednesday 
The Art of Close Reading  
8:15-9:15am –  Salon B 
Presenters: Dr. Sheron Brown and Anitra 
Butler 
 
21st Century Literacy Leaders Panel Discussion - 
"Digital Technology in the Classroom and its 
Impact on Student Achievement." 12:30-1:30pm 
– The Garden Room  

 

http://www.somirac.org/
http://www.watesol.org/ClubPortal/ClubStatic.cfm?clubID=851&pubmenuoptID=8025
http://www.tesol.org/events-landing-page/2013/01/30/implications-and-applications-of-the-common-core-standards-for-effectively-teaching-k-6-ells-focus-on-english-and-mathematics
http://www.tesol.org/events-landing-page/2013/01/30/implications-and-applications-of-the-common-core-standards-for-effectively-teaching-k-6-ells-focus-on-english-and-mathematics
http://www.tesol.org/events-landing-page/2012/11/27/tesol-academy-2013-university-of-maryland-baltimore-county
http://www.tesol.org/events-landing-page/2012/11/27/tesol-academy-2013-university-of-maryland-baltimore-county
http://www.cal.org/solutions/institutes/ht.html
http://www.ascd.org/conferences/conference-on-teaching-excellence/2013-CTE-session-information.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/conferences/conference-on-teaching-excellence/2013-CTE-session-information.aspx
http://commoncore.pearsoned.com/index.cfm?locator=PS11Tb
mailto:anitra.butler@gmail.com
http://www.somirac.org/userUploads/2013%20Conference%20Registration.pdf

