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Grade 6 Interim Exam 

 
Introduction:  
During this unit, you have been studying Conflict and Power in the context of environmentalism. You have been reading, 
discussing, and writing about various environmental issues that have impacted both your community and the 
communities of others within this country. In this assessment, you will read an article that features opposing viewpoints 
on another environmental issue. After reading the article, you will answer a series of multiple choice questions and you 
will complete questions that require a constructed response (either a brief constructed response – BCR or an extended 
constructed response – ECR). You may use the article to help you answer the questions.  
 
Overview:  
Listen as your teacher reads aloud the following passage: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You will now read an article on fracking that will has distinct perspectives on the issue. As you close read the article, use 
a pencil to: 

1. Circle the central idea of the argument 
2. Underline the supporting details 
3. Box the words or phrases that represent opinions 
4. Write your thoughts in the margins 

 
 
 

In this examination, you will be reading about and answering questions related to the issue of hydraulic fracturing, 
also known as fracking. Fracking is a new technology for natural gas extraction. This method of digging out natural 
gas has created substantial excitement and intense controversy since it began in the late 1990s.  
 
This advanced, unusual drilling technique has made it possible to retrieve deposits of methane gas trapped in 

formations of shale rock thousands of feet below the ground. This methane gas, a type of natural gas, had previously 

been considered difficult to get to. However, the development of fracking has led the energy industry in the United 

States to raise considerably its estimates of the nation’s natural gas reserves and has unleashed a tremendous wave 

of new domestic drilling. But fracking has also inspired fierce opposition due to concerns over groundwater 

contamination, air pollution, and other environmental and health hazards 



 

The effects of fracking in our community 
By: Sabri Ben-Achour, February 2013 
 

1. If you haven't heard, fracking is when one drills thousands of feet down through the bedrock and then injects a 
mixture of chemicals and grit into the shale below. The mixture fractures the rock open deep below, and allows 
natural gas to seep back out through the drill hole. Right now, there are fights raging over whether to allow it in 
Maryland and certain parts of Virginia. Maryland's governor recently proposed funding a series of studies taking 
a look at fracking in that state, and some legislators are proposing an outright ban on fracking in the state. The 
U.S. Forest Service is considering whether to allow fracking in Virginia's George Washington Forest. 

 
One view on fracking 

2. Fracking has been happening for years all across the US (see figure 1). Opponents are afraid of the 
environmental impacts of the practice. Amy Mall, a senior policy analyst with the Natural Resources Defense 
Council, says the George Washington Forest is only a few hundred miles away from Washington DC. And the 
forest is the watershed 1for the Potomac River, which supplies drinking water to about four million people. Mall 
says there are risks throughout the process, from the transportation of the dangerous chemicals used in 
fracking, to problems with drilling itself. "When fracking happens, problems can occur at any point in that well, 
100 feet below the surface, even if the well is thousands of feet deep," says Mall.  The drill holes are lined with 
cement to protect aquifers2, but she says, "Problems have occurred in different parts of the country – problems 
with the well or in the steel pipe — and sometimes the cement is not properly installed. There are failures."  

 
An opposing view on fracking 

3. Drew Cobbs, executive director of the Maryland Petroleum Council, takes issue with Mall's characterization. 
"Statistically, it's just not proven! Its anecdotal 3evidence; you throw these threats up and scare people, but let’s 
just deal with the facts." Cobbs says there have been no definitively documented cases of groundwater 
contamination that was specifically the result of the fracking process. "Most evidence brought forth is anecdotal 
in nature. One person complains and then there's an issue," says Cobbs. "Studies have not brought that out, and 
in fact the opposite's been shown that fracking can be done safely. In Arkansas, the United States Geological 
Survey conducted a survey of 127 private or domestic [water] wells in an area that has been highly developed. 
Over 4,000 production [natural gas] wells have been put in this area over the last 6 to 8 years, and no damage 
done to the water in those areas." 

 
Local fracking practices 

4. In the rest of Virginia, outside of the George Washington Forest, fracking has been going on since the '50s, and 
according to the state's department of Mines Minerals and Energy, there have been no documented instances 
of groundwater or surface water contamination in the state. But in Maryland, the geology4 is radically different. 
Fracking would require more than 20 times the volume of fracking liquid -- that's the stuff that gets injected into 
the ground, and one of the contaminants that people are worried could spill.  

 
5. Mike Tidwell is with the Chesapeake Climate Action Network, and is among those concerned. "There's been 

everything from earthquakes triggered from the wastewater to deforestation5. The truck traffic has increased 
because they have to truck in the clean water, and truck out the dirty water. There's just a number of different 
impacts including the methane that's released during the fracking-drilling process and piping of the gas through 
pipelines. There've just been a lot of questions that haven't been answered." 

                                                           
1
 Watershed – [waw-ter-shed] the region or area drained by a river or stream, etc.; drainage area. 

2
 Acquifer – [ak-wuh-fers] the natural formation containing ground water and supplies the water for wells and natural springs. 

3
 Anecdotal – [an-ik-doht-l, an-ik-doht-l] based on personal observation, or random investigations rather than systematic scientific 

evaluation. 
4
 Geology – [jee-ol-uh-jee] the science that deals with the dynamics and physical history of the earth, the rocks, and the physical, 

chemical, and biological changes that the earth has undergone or is undergoing. 
5
 Deforestation – [dee-fawr-ist-sta-shun] to clear the forests or trees in a forest. 



 
 

6. William Valentine is the County Commissioner in Allegany County, one of only three counties where fracking 
could potentially happen because they're right above what's known as the Marcellus Shale.  "I sit on the 
governor's commission to study the fracking process, and nobody has been able to come up with a single 
positive problem with the fracking. All we're told is there are potential problems. Well you could potentially get 
hit by a car when you leave your building tonight, but you're still going to go outside." He points to the 
surrounding states' experience and the resulting economic benefits. "The state of Pennsylvania is making 
millions," he says. "West Virginia is making oodles of money off of Marcellus gas (e.g., shale gas). The majority of 
the people in Allegany and Garrett County would like to see it happen." 

 
Experiences with fracking 

7. West Virginia's Department of Commerce estimates the natural gas industry will bring $884 million in tax 
revenue and 30,000 jobs to the state by 2015. "We've never seen groundwater contamination from hydraulic 
fracking itself," says Kevin Sunday, with Pennsylvania's Department of Environmental Protection. "What we have 
seen is where there's a lot of gas in the ground in these shale formations, there's also going to be a lot of gas in 
the shallow formations as they drill vertically down. If those vertical wells aren't cased and cemented right, 
there can be a path for shallow pockets of gas to migrate into an aquifer. There've been a handful of those 
cases." 

 
8. In 2011, faulty cement in the fracking wells leaked fracking liquid and contaminated the wells of 16 families in 

Bradford County Pennsylvania, and the company was fined a million dollars. There are other instances of 
chemical spills and blowouts due to fracking.  However, Sunday says if there's a lesson for other states, it's in the 
policies and laws that the states have to prepare for modern fracking. 

 
9. "That greatly increased the fracturing fluid disclosure6 law," says Sunday. "It also increased the amount of the 

fine we could charge, and it increased protection of private water supplies because there's new casing and 
cementing regulations in place. There is also a restriction on oil and gas drillers taking wastewater to treatment 
plants. As a result, of these regulations7, we have seen dramatic increases in the amount of back water 
8recycled."  In sum, Kathy Cosco, with West Virginia's Department of Environmental Protection advises to make 
sure environmental regulations are prepared for the industry. States really need to balance the benefits against, 
what the risks are. 

                                                           
6
 Disclosure – [dih-skloh-zher] the act or an instance of exposing 

7
 Regulations – [reg-yuh-ley-shuhn] a law, rule, or other order prescribed by authority, especially to regulate conduct. 

8
 Back water – [bak-waw-ter] a part of a river in which there is little or no current.  



 
Figure 1 
 



 
Section 2. 
Using the article that you just read, answer the following multiple choice questions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. The above quotation is most likely the _______________________________________? 
a. Central idea 
b. Supporting idea 
c. Theme 
d. Summary of the text 

 
2. Which is a valid conclusion that could be drawn from the idea expressed in the quotation above? 

a. Fracking is valuable to the economies of Maryland and Virginia 
b. Fracking is a proven process for drilling for domestic natural gas in Maryland and Virginia 
c. Fracking is a controversial topic in Maryland and Virginia 
d. Fracking will be a continued practice for gathering natural gas in Maryland and Virginia 

 
3. Which of the following best summarizes paragraph 3? 

a. The effects of fracking have been proven with research. If fracking is done safely, then we can create new 
jobs and have an endless supply of natural gas. Case in point, $884 million in taxes will help the economy 
and create 30,000 jobs. In sum, fracking will provide many states with liquid gold.  

b. The negative effects of fracking have not been proven. According to scientific research, fracking can be done 
safely with little to no harm to the water supply. For example, 127 water wells were tested in Arkansas and 
there was no damage done to the water in those areas. In sum, fracking is innocent until proven guilty by 
scientific research. 

c. Using anecdotal evidence is the best way to inform communities about fracking. Anecdotal evidence is 
based on observations and case studies that have been done over a period of time. For instance, several 
observations and case studies have been done on fracking in various parts of the US. In sum, when scientists 
use anecdotal evidence, they are not throwing threats up to scare people, but instead using evidence to 
educate people. 

d.  The negative effects of fracking have been proven with anecdotal evidence. According to recent research 
studies on fracking, if it is done safely, there is no harm to the drinking water near the fracking sites. As 
illustrated by the map of the US, fracking is a safe practice. In sum, fracking has been treated like a bandit, 
having an unfair advantage over off shore drilling.  

 
4. You will now write a brief constructed response that analyses the logic of the article. In order to construct your 

response, use the sentence frames below to help you fully develop your paragraph and place your responses on 
the notes page. 
The main purpose of this article is________________________________________________________________ 
The key question that the author is addressing is ____________________________________________________ 
The most important information in this article is ____________________________________________________ 
The main inferences within this article are _________________________________________________________ 
The key ideas we need to understand in this article are ______________________________________________ 
The main assumptions underlying the author's thinking are ___________________________________________ 
If we accept or reject the author's line of reasoning, then the consequences would entail___________________ 
The main point(s) of view presented in this chapter is (are) ___________________________________________ 
 
 
 

“Right now, there are fights raging over whether to allow it in Maryland and certain 

parts of Virginia.”  



 
 

Name: _________________________________________ Date: ___________________________ 
Cohort: ________________________________________ Teacher: _________________________ 
 

 
 

The main purpose of this article is_______________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The key question that the author is addressing is __________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The most important information in this article is ___________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The main inferences within this article are _______________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The key ideas we need to understand in this article are _____________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The main assumptions underlying the author's thinking are __________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If we accept or reject the author's line of reasoning, then the consequences would entail__________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The main point(s) of view presented in this chapter is (are) __________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  



 
Analyze the logic of the article. On the lines below, write a paragraph that discuss the critical elements of the article that 
makes it reliable and valid.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  



 
5. You will now write a brief constructed response that evaluates the strength of evidence used within the article. 

In order to construct your response, use the graphic organizer below to help you think about what to include in 
your paragraph to fully evaluate the strength of the evidence.    
 

 
  

• Did the author elaborate on the issue? Clarity 

• Did the author present facts? Accuracy 

• What factors did the author present that 
makes this a difficult problem?  Depth 

• Was the author specific? Precision 

• Was the information shared related to the 
issue? Relevance 

• Did the author represent  both sides of the 
issue? Breadth 

• Does the article make sense? Logic 

• Did the author focus on a central idea? Significance 

• Did the author represent each of the view 
points fairly? Fairness 



 
Evaluate the strength of the evidence used within the article. On the lines below, write a paragraph that discusses the 
critical elements of the evidence within the article that makes it reliable and valid.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
6. You will now determine the major idea of a text by tracing the argument throughout the text. Think about the pros and cons of the issue. Then 

determine the major idea of the text. 
 

 

 

Major 
Idea 

Pros Cons 



 
Brainstorm your answers in the graphic organizer below. Then write your BCR. 

 

 

    



 
Determine the major idea of a text by tracing the argument throughout the text. Include the pros and cons of the issue 
that you identified during your brain storming.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
7. Reflect on your answer in question 6, the previous BCR.  Determine your rating and defend it with evidence from 

your writing. 

Score 

ORGANIZATION 

I have ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Score 

Of 6 

Exemplary Organization 

 Clear and logical progression of ideas 

 Strong introductory paragraph, supporting paragraphs and concluding paragraph 

 Transition conveys relationships among ideas and paragraphs 

Score of 5 

Effective Organization 

 Logical progression of ideas 

 Introductory paragraph, supporting paragraphs and concluding paragraph 

 Transition conveys relationships among ideas and paragraphs 

Score of 4 

Adequate Organization 

 Some evidence of a logical progression of ideas 

 Introductory paragraph, supporting paragraphs and concluding paragraph 

 Purposeful use of transition 
 

Score of 3 

Limited Organization 

 Limited evidence of a logical progression of ideas 

 Introductory paragraph, concluding paragraph and limited supporting paragraphs 

 Limited use of transition 
 

Score of 2 

Minimal Organization/Minimal Response 

 Lacks evidence of a logical progression of ideas 

 Lacks introductory paragraph, supporting paragraphs and/or concluding paragraph  

 Lacks clear transition 

Score of 1 

Inadequate Organization 

 Little or no progression of ideas; difficult to follow 

 Inadequate paragraphing 

 No transition 



 
Reflect on your answer in question 6 and determine your rating. Defend your rating with evidence from your writing. 

Use the scoring scale to help your response. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________



 
Using the article that you just read, answer the following multiple choice questions: 

8. Who has the power to decide whether fracking will be regulated in Maryland and Virginia? 
a. Drew Cobbs 
b. Amy Mall 
c. State Governors 
d.  State Legislators 

 
9. Which best describes the power dynamic at play within this environmental issue?  

a. Environmentalist vs. Industry  
b. Policy analysts vs. Scientists 
c. News reporters vs. Law enforcement 
d. None of the above 

 
10. Which of the following best describes the issue, or what the disagreement is about? 

a. Cancer agents 
b. Biodiversity  
c. Water pollution 
d. Control over fracking 

 
11. Write an argumentative essay using evidence from the article that takes a side of support or opposition in 

fracking. Use the following sentence starters to help you fully develop your essay: 
As a result of reading about hydraulic fracturing, I am for/against it because ___________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________.  
Elaborate on your claim: ______________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________. 
Provide an example that supports your claim: _____________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________. 
Illustrate your claim with an analogy, metaphor, or diagram: _________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________. 

  



 
Write an argumentative essay using evidence from the article that takes a side of support or opposition in fracking. Use 

your notes to help you construct your essay. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
 

Section 3. 
 

12. Reflect on your answer in the previous ECR, question 11. Rate your thinking using the following scale on critical thinking and circle your critique: 
 

TRAIT Unacceptable Acceptable Exemplary 

You identified and 

Summarized the issue 

 

 

 

Does not identify and summarize 

the problem, is confused or 

identifies a different or 

inappropriate problem  

Identifies the main problem 

and subsidiary, embedded, or 

implicit aspects of the 

problem 

Identifies not only the basics 

of the issue, but recognizes 

nuances of the issue 

You provided your 

personal perspective and 

position 

 

 

Addresses a single source or view 

of the argument and fails to clarify 

presented position relative to one’s 

own 

Identifies, appropriately, 

one’s own position on the 

issue 

Draws support from 

experience and information 

not available from assigned 

sources 

You used all the 

significant evidence 

presented in the text 

 

Merely repeats information 

provided, taking it as truth or 

denies evidence without adequate 

justification 

Examines the evidence and 

source of evidence, questions 

its accuracy, precision, 

relevance, and completeness 

Observes cause and effect 

and addresses existing or 

potential consequences. 

Clearly distinguishes 

between fact, opinion, and 

acknowledges value 

judgments 

You had conclusions, 

implications, and 

consequences in your essay 

 

Fails to identify conclusions, 

implications, and consequences of 

the issue 

Identifies and discusses 

conclusions, implications, 

and consequences 

Objectively reflects upon 

own assertions 

 



 
Reflect on your answer in question 11 and determine your rating. Defend your rating with evidence from your writing. 
Use the scoring scale to help develop your response.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
Using what you know about power and conflict within an issue, answer the following multiple choice question: 
 

13. Why is reading two sides of an issue better than reading one side of the issue?  
a. Successful scholars don’t just settle for one perspective on an issue—they piece together a lot of 

information to construct an accurate interpretation. 
b. Successful scholars don’t just read one side of an issue, they also create the opposing side of an issue in 

order to construct the main idea 
c. Successful scholars research their side of the issue in order to construct anecdotal evidence. They use 

that evidence to construct the central idea of a text. 
d. Successful scholars willfully create research with multiple perspectives based on how they feel and what 

they believe. They rarely use data and they design their own anecdotal evidence in order to construct an 
interpretation. 

 


