
Accommodation  Administration Guidelines  

Text-to-Speech or Video of a Human Interpreter for the ELA/Literacy 
Assessments, including items, response options, and passages 
 
Note: There may be unintended consequences related to the use of this 
accommodation for some students. Review the adjacent Administration 
Guidelines carefully. PARCC will conduct additional research to provide 
PARCC states with data to substantiate the need for providing this level of 
access to a small number of students. 

The accommodation is provided either through text-to-speech or screen reader technology (If headphones are not 
used, the student must be tested in a separate setting.) For a student who is deaf, an embedded video of a human 
interpreter is provided. A test administrator may read aloud the ELA/Literacy test, following a script and using the 
human reader guidelines in the Appendix X, to a student who is taking the paper-and-pencil test. 
 
The use of this accommodation is intended for a very small number of students and will result in a valid score only 
for those students for whom reading comprehension and listening comprehension are integrated and inseparable 
constructs with respect to college- and career-readiness; or for a student who is Deaf and exhibits a reading 
disability due to a documented history of early and prolonged language deprivation. 
 
For students for whom reading comprehension and listening comprehension are not integrated and inseparable 
constructs, (i.e., for students who are not severely limited or prevented from decoding, who read somewhat below 
grade level), receiving the text-to-speech accommodation invalidates the major claim that a student must “read and 
comprehend a range of sufficiently complex text independently, and therefore may result in an invalid score on the 
assessment.  
 
Guidelines are provided below for IEP and 504 teams to identify students for whom reading comprehension and 
listening comprehension are integrated and inseparable constructs, with respect to college- and career-readiness: 
In making decisions whether to provide the student with this accommodation, IEP and 504 teams are instructed to 
consider whether the student has: 
Blindness or a visual impairment and has not learned (or is unable to use) braille;  
OR 
A disability that limit or prevents him/her from accessing printed text even after varied and repeated attempts to 
teach the student to do so (e.g., student is unable to decode printed text, read fluently, or access working 
memory). 
Before listing the accommodation in the student’s IEP or 504 plan, teams should also consider whether:  

 The student routinely uses a reader or other spoken text audio format, or signing to access printed text 
during instruction; 

 The student’s inability to decode printed text or braille is documented in evaluation summaries from 
locally administered, evidence-based diagnostic assessments; 

 The student should receive ongoing, intensive instruction and/or interventions to learn to read (decode) 
printed text or braille, in order to ensure that the student continues to address the “Foundations of 
Reading” standards in the ELA CCSS. 

 
For additional administration guidance, please refer to Appendices A & B. For audio guidelines please refer to 
Appendix J.  
Reporting Notation to Schools and Parents: 
A notation will be provided on all confidential, student-level score reports to the school and parent stating that the 
student was given a reading access accommodation on the PARCC ELA/Literacy assessment, and therefore, no 
claims should be inferred regarding the student’s ability to demonstrate foundational print reading skills (decoding 
and fluency). Ongoing instruction in the foundational skills should be provided to allow students to continue to 



 

attain the important college and career-ready skill of independent reading. 
 
Note: The rationale for providing this accommodation to students with disabilities is based on research cited in a 
white paper entitled “Creating Accessible PARCC Reading Assessments: Separating the Constructs and Providing 
Text-to-Speech Accommodations for Students with Disabilities,” available at www.parcconline.org.  
 
One major claim of the PARCC English Language Arts/Literacy assessment is for students to read and 
comprehend a range of sufficiently complex texts independently. On PARCC assessments, students will be 
required to demonstrate their ability to comprehend texts of steadily increasing complexity as they progress 
through school (Reading Standard 10), as well as the skill with which they are able to draw sufficient evidence from 
a range of complex texts of different types and from a range of disciplines (e.g., history/social studies, science, and 
technical subjects) to support their analyses and conclusions (Reading Standard 1). In addition, students must 
demonstrate ability meeting the expectations articulated in Reading Standards 2-9, which requires that students 
apply Reading Standard 1 to specific tasks such as determining the central ideas, comparing and contrasting 
points of view, and determining the meaning of words and phrases. 


